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THE FRATERNAL FREEZE-OUT GAME. 
HE decision rendered in Brooklyn a few days ago by Jus- 
tice Kelly, of the Supreme Court, in the case of Green 
against the Royal Arcanum, is deserving of more than a pass- 
ing notice. It affects not only the Royal Arcanum, but 
thousands of members of other fraternal associations. It has 
long been known that many of the fraternals were charging 
an insufficient premium to provide for their death losses, and 
various measures have been tried to remedy this fatal defect 
in the assessment plan of life insurance. Some associations 
have arbitrarily raised their rates, while others have reduced 
the benefit to be paid to claimants. In many instances the 
assessments upon members have been advanced to a degree 
that made them prohibitive, and the members so assessed 
have thus been forced to relinquish their membership and 
forfeit the insurance provided for in their certificates. This 
has especially been the case with members whose advancing 
age made them undesirable as members. The game of 
“freeze-out” has long been going on among the fraternals 
and is being practiced extensively at the present time, when 
the Insurance Commissioners are striving to bring associa- 
tions of this kind into a solvent and trustworthy condition. 
It is the older members who are suffering from this policy. 
Young men who can supply “new blood” to the associations 
are desirable, but when they reach the age of fifty years they 
begin to be looked upon with suspicion, and at sixty years the 
question as te how soon their memberships will be converted 
into death claims is a cause of serious anxiety. Then it is 
that the “freeze-out” game is worked to the fullest extent, 
and in a variety of ways the older members are shown that 
they are no longer wanted and that the lamp of fraternity 
no longer shines for them. 

The case of Mr. Green referred to emphasizes this phase of 
fraternalism. In 1883 he joined the Royal Arcanum, agree- 
ing to pay annually twelve assessments of $1.80 each; a few 
years later the number of assessments was doubled; still later 
the amount called for by each assessment was raised to $3.16, 
to which Mr. Green consented; still later the rate wasincreased 
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to $6.80, which Mr. Green paid several times under protest. 
He was.growing older and less desirable as a member. It was 
rumored that his assessment was soon to be increased to $16 
or more, whereupon he sent his check for $3.16, the rate he 
had agreed to accept, but it was returned to him. He had 
now reached the age of sixty-two years, and it was time to 
play the “freeze-out” game to the full limit. But Mr. Green 
did not propose to be victimized in that manner. Being a 
lawyer, and having paid his assessments for over twenty-five 
years, he knew that he had some rights which even a fraternal 
association was bound to respect. He therefore brought suit 
in the Supreme Court to restrain the Royal Arcanum from 
suspending him and asked for a decree establishing $3.16 as 
the rate to be paid by him on his assessments. After a full 
hearing of the case Justice Kelly decided in favor of Mr. 
Green upon every point raised by him. He further held that 
when Mr. Green consented to have his assessment doubled 
this did not give the association the right to make further 
increases in the rate without his consent. In fact, the tenor 
of the decision is to the effect that when a rate of premium is 
set forth in the certificate of membership it is, to all intents 
and purposes, a contract that is binding upon the association, 
and that the assessments made cannot be so numerous as to 
be practically prohibitive, and forfeit membership for non- 
payment. Judge Kelly quoted from decisions of the Court 
of Appeals to the effect that the by-laws of fraternal organiza- 
tions cannot be changed to the prejudice of old members with- 
out their consent. He held that it would be opposed to public 
policy to allow a society to increase its rates at will and thus 
override the conditions of the original agreements with its 
members. 

Thus the game of “freeze-out” is denied to the Royal Ar- 
canum, and the decision will apply with equal force to all other 
fraternal organizations. | When it is attempted with any 
member whose advancing age makes him an undesirable risk, 
he has but to appeal to the courts and the original agreement 
or contract with him will be enforced against the society. 
This is but justice to those who were induced to become mem- 
bers of such societies upon the plea that by invoking the fra- 
ternal spirit among men life insurance could be provided at 
a much less cost than it is furnished by the regular life insur- 
ance companies. The fallacy of assessment insurance has been 
demonstrated by the failure of hundreds of such organiza- 
tions that undertook to do a general business by unscientific, 
irregular and misleading methods. Then certain enthusiasts 
conceived the idea that the fraternal plan, with its lodge sys- 
tem and its secret ceremonies, would supply the necessary 
element of cohesion to make the assessment plan a success. 
And it has been successful so far as securing a large member- 
ship is concerned, but now, after a long experience, it is con- 
ceded that the fraternal system is as complete and disastrous 
a failure as was the commercial assessment plan. The simple 
cause of their present distressful condition lies in the fact 
that they have persistently ignored the laws of mortality and 
failed to exact from their members sufficient in the way of 
assessments to meet their death claims. Young blood has not 
sufficed to counteract the demands of advancing age, and Old 
Mortality has piled up their death claims to an extent that 
leaves insolvency staring them in the face. Hence the adop- 
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tion of the “freeze-out” policy to get rid of the older mem- 
bers. 

At a recent consultation of leading fraternal organization 
men with the Commissioners of Insurance of various States, 
admission was made by the former that the fraternal system 
stands in deadly peril of dissolution, with disastrous results 
to its hundreds of thousands of members, while the officials 
expressed their determination to force such changes in 
methods as will protect present members and make existing 
fraternal organizations trustworthy and safe. Asa result the 
draft of a law is under consideration calculated to bring the 
fraternals under closer State supervision and force them to 
readjust their rates so that they will receive sufficient money 
from the living to take care of their dead. Such proposed 
law will be acted upon at the Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners this fall, and when got into satisfactory shape the 
various State legislatures will be asked to adopt it. It is 
greatly to be desired that these fraternal organizations shall 
be placed upon a satisfactory basis, for there are hundreds 
of thousands of persons who have no other life insurance 
provision and have trusted to the stability of their organiza- 
tions to take care of their dependents. How they are to be 
protected is a problem that now confronts the leaders, the 
Insurance Commissioners and the public generally. 





RACTICAL work in the direction of minimizing fire 
dangers in Kansas is being done by the Kansas Fire 
Insurance Inspection Office, of which Chas. E. Eldridge is 
manager. A series of leaflets having this purpose in view has 
been issued, one of the latest suggesting a list of questions to 
be answered weekly by the watchman, in a report to the 
Superintendent of an industrial plant, stating the condition 
of the establishment in regard to its fire hazard. Among the 
topics to be covered are fire extinguishers; combustible ma- 
terials; waste cans; oily waste, rags, etc.; water barrels; fire 
hydrants; hose houses; rubbish accumulations; machinery ; 
watchman’s clock ; gasoline, oils or expiosives, and workmen’s 
clothing. Under these subjects are leading questions, the 
answers to which should show the existence or non-existence 
of fire hazards in connection therewith. If the suggestion is 
followed, much good should result. 


‘ 

While on the general subject of tests and inspections, it is 
interesting to note that the janitors of school buildings at 
Newport, Ky., have been instructed to slide daily through the 
new tubular fire escapes, in order to make sure that the latter 
are in good working order. As one of the janitors weighs 
considerably over two hundred pounds, his safe descent ought 
to be conclusive as to the condition of the apparatus, as well 
as amusing to spectators. 





N two of the Southern States, the Insurance Commissioners 
have agitated to some extent the subject of eliminating 
taxation of insurance interests by municipalities, and it would 
greatly minimize the trouble and expense of doing business in 
their States if their ideas should prevail. Municipal taxation, 
added to State taxation, produces an almost unbearable bur- 
den, where the taxes are heavy; and is annoying and expen- 
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sive, in the aggregate, in the hundreds of cities and towns 
where merely nominal license fees are charged. There are 
certain cities where a very high flat fee is charged. This has 
the monopolistic effect of keeping out newcomers, who can- 
not be sure of even taking in’ the amount of the fees in 
premiums, much less of gleaning any profit from their busi- 
ness in such cities. In some States, the statutes specifically 
provide that the State tax is in lieu of any other tax-—State, 
county or municipal. This is very good, as far as it goes; 
but it might be improved by only levying the tax on net profits, 
instead of upon gross premiums. Members of the legisla- 
tures should bear two features in mind, in connection with 
fire insurance, in particular, viz.: That a tax on profits is 
pre-eminently fair, in relation to fire insurance companies, for 
when they lose money on their transactions in a given State 
it is because they have paid excessive and unanticipated sums 
to the citizens of that State; and also that the consumer must, 
in the long run, pay the actual cost of insurance, including 
taxes. A good start in the direction of simplifying and re- 
ducing the expense of the business, and, consequently, of the 
cost of insurance to the insured, would be to wipe out all 
municipal taxes and fees now collected from companies and 
agents. 





HE Campbellton (N. B.) conflagration accounted for 
$3,500,000 of the $26,847,900 fire loss in the United 
States and Canada in July last, as computed by The Journal 
of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin. The latter sum is 
more than double the amount of the loss in June, and is 
greater than the loss reported for any single month since 
January, 1908. The total for the first seven months of the 
current year was $126,076,800, which is six and one-half 
millions more than in the similar period last year, but nearly 
fifteen million less than in the corresponding period in 1908. 
The absence of rain in many parts of the country has not 
only rendered buildings, etc., unusually inflammable, but has 
also seriously reduced the water supplies, so that in the dry 
sections heavy rains would be welcomed by both property 
owners and underwriters. 





"THE New York Legislative Investigating Committee is 

now organized, and thinks that it will be ready for real 
business by August 30. No undue haste has been displayed 
either, first, in the appointment of the committee, nor, second, 
on the part of the committee in getting to work. Little is 
known, or surmised, as to the lines of investigation that will 
be followed ; but the chances are that any who may have been 
guilty of grafting will have had ample time in which to oblit- 
erate their tracks, and that the committee will not fare much 
better than did the Superintendent of Insurance in his efforts 
to ascertain whether or not any public official shared in the 
yellow dog funds. Still, hunting yellow dogs in the dog days 
is not an attractive sport. 








Frank K. Mitchell, for a number of years inspector with the New 
England Bureau of United Inspection, has resigned to become con- 
nected with the engineering department of the Continental at the New 
York office. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS. 

John C, Rennard has been appointed electrical engineer of the New 
York fire department. Mr. Rennard will supervise the construction 
of the new fire alarm telegraph system for which $3,000,000 has been 
appropriated. 

George E. Kline, vice-president of the Continental of New York, 
was married recently at Great Falls, Mont., to Miss Frances Cooper. 

Walter Nichols, a well-known insurance broker of this city, died 
last week at his home in Brooklyn in his ninety-third year. He 
leaves a family of four sons and three daughters. 

The regular adjusters in this city have become very much con- 
cerned in the manner in which their friends of the General Adjust- 
ment Bureau have lately increased in their participation in city losses, 
some of them within the jurisdiction of the Board committee and 
some without. The Bureau was established a few years ago to take 
charge of losses outside of the city. It is composed of about thirty 
companies, maintaining a regular organization in the nature of a 
stock company, and dependent upon the calls received from its indi- 
vidual members. The expenses were borne by the collections from the 
companies, but on several occasions a deficit has been reported, made 
up by assessments. upon all the membership. A few companies use 
the Bureau adjusters for city losses which are outside of the jurisdic- 
tion of the local Board committee, and in many cases their adjusters 
are by request assigned to committee losses. It is this increase in the 
number of assignments which gives the majority of the approved 
adjusters a fear lest they shall lose their jobs. 

The official announcement that the formal sessions of the investi- 
gating committee will begin on the 3oth inst. in this city has re- 
vived the curiosity of underwriters relative to the scope of inquiry 
prepared by the committee. They are quite serene on the subject, 
but wonder whether the testimony elicited in the so-called graft 
inquiry last March and April is to be gone over again. In fact, the 
companies and underwriters, individually, are completely at sea as to 
the proposed line of inquiry and imagine all sorts of vain things in 
connection with it. It has been suggested that the employment of an 
actuary by the committee foreshadows inquiries into the basis of the 
schedule charges. 

A bit of Brooklyn gossip is that a clerk on comparatively small 
salary, employed in an agency office near the city hall, arrives regularly 
every morning and departs every afternoon in an automobile owned 
by his father. The associates of the young man think he is a lucky 
fellow, but his boss is inclined to doubt whether it is a beneficial 
discipline to the young clerk for his future career. 

Complaints of cut rates by use of the English Lloyds policies are as 
common as fires. They turn up in losses frequently, and the brokers 
are seldom at a loss to trace loss risks to the underground channel. 
The worst phase of this irregular practice is the encouragement it 
receives from the insuring public. 

Automobile insurance has been stimulated by concessions in rates 
and forms during the season. The regular distribution of the list 
of licenses of automobiles issued by the State License Bureau has 
kept brokers and companies well advised of the parties who pre- 
sumptively require insurance. The result is that the owners are 
deluged with applications, and out of this activity concessions in rates 
and forms have come naturally. Losses are more frequent in the 
collision and property damage risks than from fire. Considering the 
enormous number of autos now in commission it is evident the 
aggregate premiums for various kinds of insurance rises into the 
upper thousands and beyond. 

One Western merchant who wished a policy on “use and occupancy,” 
but could not find an agent in his town who knew anything about the 
form, then sent an order to his purchasing agent in New York, who 
handed it over to a William street broker. The policy was promptly 
delivered under the ordinary Eastern form. Last month the ling 
expired, and the New York broker solicited an order for renewal. 
This year the merchant wrote his purchasing agent in this city that 
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he had arranged for the insurance at home at one-half the price paid 
in New York. Clearly this was not a case of rate cutting by the 
broker. 

The Continental’s proposed amendment to its charter to enlarge 
the scope of its operations whenever desired, has set in motion a lot 
of guesses as to the actual intent of the company. Yet the officers 
of the company are quite willing to communicate the object of the 
amendment, and their explanation is very simple. The Continental 
desires to have all the chartered rights allowed to other New York 
companies, whether any ultimate use of the extra powers is ever made 
or not. The company generally gets all it wants, and is never found 
in the rear rank when privileges are given out. 

The announcement that a theatrical manager, lately arrived from 
London, has taken out a London Lloyds policy against the loss of the 
services of a popular actor by his marriage within one year from 
July I is rather interesting, not less so because coupled with the news 
that he is engaged to be married before October to a new and un- 
expected ladylove. The fact that a previous marriage was ter- 
minated only a few months ago by a divorce rather adds spice to the 
romance, but we doubt if Lloyds subscribers can appreciate the joke. 

The Court of Appeals in the case of the New York Board of Fire 
Underwriters against Higgins & Cox, has ruled that underwriters and 
agents issuing automobile and marine policies covering property in 
the Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx against fire, are required 
to make a return to the Board showing the aggregate amount of such 
part of premiums received on these policies representing fire risk. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


In view of the fact that the National Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents meets in Chicago the week set for the annual 
meeting of the Western Union at Frontenac, a change of date for 
the latter meeting is being agitated. The convention will bring 
hundreds of the leading agents to Chicago, and many managers wish 
to be at home to meet them. A postponement of a week would put 
the Western Union meeting in its regular date, it having been ad- 
vanced a week in order to accommodate the hotel people. 

J. A. Bawden has resigned as special agent for the Northwestern 
Underwriters, in Illinois and Indiana, to become Illinois State agent 
for the Delaware, Reliance and Rochester German, taking effect 
September I. 

Dr. A. R. McKinnie, secretary of the Millers Mutual Fire of 
Alton, Ill., died suddenly last week. 


The recent loss on grain in the Northwestern Malt Company fire is 
estimated at eighty per cent. 

Edgar M. Goodwillie, superintendent of rating for the Chicago 
Board of Underwriters, rounded out twenty-five years of continuous 
service with that organization this month, and a number of his friends 
presented him with a handsome gold watch in honor of the occasion. 
The presentation speech was made by Mr. Glidden of the board. 

The General Fire of Paris has been licensed to do business in 
Illinois. Fred S. James & Co. are the Chicago agents. 

J. V. Barry, Insurance Commissioner of Michigan, will make the 
annual address at the meeting of the Fire Underwriters Association 
of the Northwest, to be held in Chicago next fall. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Frank Gair Macomber has been appointed Lloyds, London, agent 
at Boston, succeeding Francis Peabody. Mr. Macomber has for many 
years been intimately associated with the Lloyds board. 

Alexander Ellis, an inspector of the Underwriters Bureau, has 
resigned to become associated with Russell & Fairfield, giving his 
attention to their sprinkled business. 

Frank K. Mitchell, of the inspecting staff of the New England 
Bureau of United Inspection, has resigned to go with the Continental 
in its engineering department. 

John C. Paige & Co. have leased the building next door to them 
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on Water street. They will remodel it and connect it with their own 
well-appointed building, with the Massachusetts Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company as their principal lessors. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


The brokers placing the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company 
schedule are having serious trouble in keeping the companies on 
after the binder has been signed; in fact, with some agencies the 
effect of home office underwriting has resulted in the calling off of 
every line accepted. Many underwriters claim that the rate of fifty 
cents is too low, but on the other hand there are those who claim to 
have figured a fair rate on each item and found the average to be 
not quite sixty cents. One local agent, commenting on the stand 
taken by certain companies against the writing of the schedule at 
the rate of fifty cents promulgated by the association, says that he 
believes it very unwise to discredit the finding of an association which 
is admittedly one of the strongest in the country, and particularly 
since the gentlemen in charge know Philadelphia risks and conditions 
pretty thoroughly, and according to the opinion of the general public 
have never been known to make too low a rate. 


The General Fire Assurance Company of Paris has been granted 
a license to do business in Pennsylvania. 


The name of the General Insurance Brokerage Company as agent 
for the Commonwealth Fire of Dallas, Tex., has been removed from 
the list of signers of the Philadelphia agreement of April, 1897. 


Charles A. Wilson has been elected acting treasurer of the American 
Union Fire of this city to succeed the late Richard G, Oellers. 


D. A. Henderson & Co. of Camden, N. J., have been appointed 
agents of the Massachusetts Fire and Marine. 


The buildings at 433 and 435 Walnut street are being demolished 
by the Henry W. Brown & Co. agency, preparatory to the erection 
of a building in their place to conform with the one they erected 
several years ago at 137 South Fifth street; and during the time 
necessary to complete the same the office entrance of the agency will 
be at the Fifth street address. 


Following a satisfactory test of the new Fairhill station of the 
high-pressure pipe line system which is intended to protect the mill 
district from serious conflagrations, Chief McLaughlin of the Elec- 
trical Bureau has located 145 signal stations between the city hall 
and that point, and is pushing the work of installation as rapidly as 
possible, 


The Security National Fire, to operate along the lines of the mill 
mutuals, is being organized in this city. The authorized capital is 
$10,000,000, but it is proposed to start business when $200,000 capital 
has been paid in. 


The large number of fires which occurred in this city during July 
led many to believe that a gang of incendiaries was at work again, 
but an investigation by Assistant Fire Marshal Wilkins into the causes 
of some of the largest, showed them to have been due to spontaneous 
combustion, and particularly among rags and waste. In one case, 
however, two of the youngest prisoners ever arrested on suspicion 
of being “firebugs” were held in $300 bail each for court by Magis- 
trate Yates at the House of Detention. They were four-year-old 
Walter Sadeski and six-year-old Ignatz Wendogski. Stanislaus Ryn- 
seiwiecz of 4523 Cambridge street says he saw them set fire to a 
seven-ton stack of hay on his farm. 
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National Mutual Fire Insurance Co. of Dover, Del. 


Chas. Boyer, Dover, was appointed receiver for the above-named com- 
pany on August 1, by the Chancellor of Delaware, on petition of A. D. 
Marshall, a creditor, after the company’s certificate of authority had 
been revoked by the Insurance Department following an investigation 
of the company. The bill of complaint alleged insolvency. 
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New York Fire Insurance Companies’ Stocks. 
(Quotations furnished by E. S. Bailey, 66 Broadway, New York city.) 
Approximate Bid Asked 


Annual When Price, Price, 
Dividend. Payable. Per Cent. Per Cent. 


ComPany. Capitai. 

City of New York........ $500,000 10% 205 
Commonwealth ........ -. 600,000 10 . 326 nee 
Continental ............. 2,000,000 70 .& 925 950 
Empire City ......... +. 200,000 8 -& 125 Sais 
Fidelity-Phenix ......... - 2,500,000 - 275 280 
German Alliance......... 400,000 16 -& J. 275 300 
German-American ....... - 1,500,000 30 .& 560 570 
Germania ($50) ........ at ,000 15 -& fj. 285 295 
Glens Falls ($10)........ 00,000 30 .& 1,525 ‘ 
Globe and Rutgers....... 400,000 40 455 

Hanover ($50) ......... 1,000,000 10 .& 190 205 
MN ek wee cite bees a 3,000,000 30 .& 680 695 
Nasau | err ae 200,000 10 -& 165 175 
Niagara ($50) .......... 1,000,000 20 .& J. 300 305 
North River ($25)........ 350,000 10 .& 155 165 
Pacific ($25) .........0. 00,000 6 -& 135 145 
Peter Cooper ($29)...... 150,000 6 -& 90 105 
Stuyvesant .............. 0,000 10 .& 155 160 
United States ($25)...... 250,000 3 ™ 60 70 
Westchester ($10) ....... 0,000 35 F.&A 455 
Williamsburgh City ($50). 250,000 20 jJ.&J 380 400 





* No information. Q, Quarterly. 





—The Dutchess Fire of Poughkeepsie has declared a semi-annual dividend of 
two per cent. 


—The Rochester German is preparing to establish a separate department for 
handling sprinklered risks. 

—Thomas C. Naulty has been appointed special agent of the Philadelphia 
Underwriters for Eastern New York. 3 


—The Michigan Millers Mutual lire of Lansing, which recently entered New 
York State, has deposited $200,000 in New York city bonds with the New York 
Insurance Department for the protection of policyholders. 





THE WEST. 


—J. P. Faris, a well-known insurance man of Niantic, Ill., was killed last week 
in an automobile accident. 


—George H. Henshaw has resigned as special agent for the Atlas of Des Moines 
in South Dakota, to take Iowa and Nebraska for the Naticnal Union. 


—TInsurance Commissioner Beedle of Wisconsin recommends the enactment of 
a law similar to that in New York, empowering his department to liquidate in- 
solvent and delinquent insurance companies. 


—M. F. Garrigue, formerly Western manager for the Merchants of Newark at 
Chicago, has established an office at Seattle as Northwestern representative for 
the Retail Grocery and Merchant Underwriters, an inter-insurance concern. 


—Major James L. Foley, Cincinnati manager of the Royal of Liverpool, died 
last week of stomach complaint, after a short illness. Mr. Foley was a veteran 
of the Civil War, and prior to coming to Cincinnati had represented the Royal 
at St. Louis for a number of years. 


—It is understood that Harry B. Gardner, secretary of the International Fire 
of St. Louis, Mo., is seeking a compromise with his opponents. The latter con- 
tend that no compromise will be considered until Gardner has turned over the 
$17,000 deed of trust given to his wife. 


—It is reported that efforts are being made to consolidate the interests controlling 
the Central Union Fire and the Western States Fire, both of Kansas City, Mo., 
and organize a single company with the subscriptions already secured by the two 
concerns, It is possible that the Mid-Continental Fire, another Kansas City 
company in process of organization, may be included in the proposed consolida- 
tion. 





THE SOUTH. 





Kentucky Happenings 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


C. F. Snyder, manager of the Henry Clay Fire of Lexington, has ap- 
pointed the following Kentucky agents: E. E. Hoge, Frankfort; Lambert 
& Weaver, Henderson; R. H. Lillard & Co., Lawrenceburg; J. E. Pol- 
lock, Greenup; J. D. Harkins, Prestonburg; R. G. Wilmott, Nepton; 
Thomas & Woodford, Paris; D. R. Kimbrough & Co., Cynthiana; L. F. 
Alexander, Flemingsburg; Edgar Grider & Co., Bowling Green. 

Fillmore Tyson, former fire chief of Louisville, is assisting Jefferson- 
town in its plans for a fire department. 

Rate troubles at Georgetown and agents’ disputes at Hopkinsville are 
carded for discussion at the next meeting of the executive committee 
of the Kentucky Board of Fire Underwriters. 

The Mechanics and Traders of New Orleans has transferred its Louis- 
ville agency from Edward J. Watkins to the German Insurance Com- 
pany. Mr. Watkins has taken on in its stead the Aachen and Munich. 

The Kentucky Inspection Bureau will probably appoint an electrical 
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expert to have exclusive charge of inspecting electrical work. The 
bureau has issued revised tariffs on Prestonburg, Fancy Farm, Artemus 
and Flat Lick. 

The Attorney-General has handed down an opinion upholding the 
State law, taxing premiums paid to insurance companies not admitted 
to do business in the State. The tax is $2 on each $100 of premiums paid. 

Cities where the Kentucky Fire Prevention Association has met 
have made efforts to follow out the suggestion to ‘clean up.” In Ful- 
ton, for instance, a frame building in the rear of a large business block, 
which had been pronounced a hazard, was torn down. 

The Burley Society, which has been carrying its own insurance upon 
“pooled’’ burley tobacco, has agreed to receive representatives of the 
insurance interests who desire to discuss the situation with them. 

Louisville, August 6. BLUE GRASS. 





—Percy Putnam has been appointed special agent of the Home of New York for 
Alabama and Mississippi. 

—The Western and Atlantic Fire of Nashville, Tenn., is applying for admission 
to Kentucky, Alabama and Washington. 

—W. D. Deane, secretary of the Columbia Fire of Athens, Ga., has resigned to 
go with the Augusta Fire, which recently received its charter from the State 
of Georgia. 

—The Dallas (Tex.) Chamber of Commerce has passed resolutions approving 
the action of Governor Campbell in calling for the repeal of the State fire insur- 
ance rating law. : 

—It is announced that the Attorney-General and the Insurance Commissioner of 
Texas have authorized the Fidelity-Phenix Fire to notify all of its agents to 
again commence business in Texas. 

—The Southern Tornado Insurance Association has been permanently organized, 
the officers being as follows: President, Henry E. Rees; vice-president, E. G. 
Seibels; secretary, Alexander T. Lumby. 

—It is reported that the Texas State Fire Rating Board has ruled that the 
order for reduction does not apply to policies issued prior to July 11, conse- 
quently a large number of companies are in Texas. 

—The Senate of the Texas Legislature has refused to confirm the nomination of 
William Hawkins as Commissioner of Insurance and Banking, and the Governor 
has submitted the name of Frederick von Rosenberg for confirmation. 

—It is understood that the Birmingham (Ala.) Mortgage and Trust Company, 
which is promoting the organization of the Inter-State Fire, has sold a large 
portion of its stock, and it is stated that the balance will be disposed of within 
the next six months. 

—A committee of fire underwriters, representing the South-Eastern Underwriters 
Association, headed by J. C. Schafer of Atlanta, was in Savannah recently for 
the purpose of interesting the railroads and cotton factors in the necessity for 
better fire protection conditions at the terminals. 

—Companies doing business in Louisiana, but not organized under the laws 
vt that State, have filed a petition in the Civil District Court at New Orleans 
asking that the tax collector for the Parish of Orleans be enjoined from collecting 
taxes assessed against insurance premiums due the companies. 

—A bill has been introduced in the Georgia Legislature providing that all 
foreign and domestic insurance companies doing business in Georgia shall pay one 
per cent on gross premiums on business transacted in the State. Another bill 
requires domestic fire companies without capital stock to make deposits with the 
State for the protection of their policyholders. ‘ 

—Nineteen of the larger fire insurance companies doing business in Texas have 
filed suits in the State courts at Austin, asking that the rate reduction order 
made by the State Rating Board June 28 be annulled and vacated, and the former 
rates reinstated. The plaintiffs state that the orders were unreasonable, op- 
pressive and confiscatory, and inadequate to compensate the companies for the 
hazards assumed. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 





The Insurance Year Book for 1910. 


The Insurance Year Book for 1910 has just been published by The 
Spectator Company, New York, in two large volumes, one covering fire 
and marine insurance and the other devoted to life, casualty and mis- 
cellaneous insurance matters. These works have long been regarded 
as standard and well nigh indispensable to an insurance office. The 
current issues are even more replete than ever. One volume relates to 
fire and marine insurance, contains detailed reports upon some nine 
hundred fire and marine insurance companies (stock and mutual), both 
licensed and unlicensed, which are doing business in the United States. 
In addition, there are statistics of fire and marine insurance com- 
panies throughout the civilized world and numerous statistical tables 
bearing upon matter connected with the insurance business. Among 
the features recently introduced are a table showing the premium re- 
ceipts in various cities of the respective companies, one showing the 
taxes paid by the respective companies, with ratios of taxes to pre- 
miums, and one showing the risks covered by automobile policies of 
various companies. 

The life, casualty and miscellaneous insurance volume is this year 
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divided into two distinct sections, the first covering life insurance in 
all its branches and the second dealing with casualty, surety and mis- 
cellaneous insurance. By bringing together in one section all the data 
relating to casualty, surety and miscellaneous insurance a valuable im- 
provement has been made which will save much time to those classes of 
underwriters. The synopsis of statutory requirements is in more com- 
plete shape than has ever before been presented. The two volumes of 
The Insurance Year Book, covering about 2700 pages, constitute a library 
in themselves, and the data contained in them having been carefully 
compiled and revised to the dates of the latest statements. The volumes 
are sold separately for $6 each, or the set of two volumes for $10.— 
Journal of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin, New York. 





San Francisco Fire Protection. 


The engineers of the National Board of Fire Underwriters Committee 
on Fire Prevention has completed a thorough examination into the 
fire protection and water supply conditions prevailing in San Francisco. 
Regarding the fire department the engineers report it well manned and 
efficient. The water supply is sufficient and fairly reliable and, moreover, 
is being augmented by the auxiliary water supply system for fire pro- 
tection; under normal conditions it is reported the probability of 
serious fires is moderate, except in some groups of high-joisted brick 
buildings, with unprotected vertical and horizontal openings. The 
danger of a conflagration originating in and sweeping a considerable 
part of the district is slight. 





—The Western of Pittsburg is preparing to enter California. 


—The National Lumber has been licensed in California with the Associated 
Underwriters of San Francisco as general agents. 


—H. D. Teal, a veteran surveyor of the Pacific Board and an inspector 
for the Bertheau & Watson general agency, is dead at the age of sixty-one. 


—aAn excellent opportunity to purchase an established fire insurance brokerage 
business in New York is offered in an advertisement on another page. 


—It is reported that several well-known men in New Mexico have taken pre- 
liminary steps toward the organization of a new fire company, to have a capital 
and surplus of $200,000. 


—The Utah Insurance Department has ruled that inter-insurance associations 
and Lloyds must conform to the laws governing the admission and operation of 
regular insurance companies. 


—Volney Seabeck, special agent of the London and Lancashire and the Orient 
in Montana, Idaho and Eastern Oregon, retires to accept the position of assistant 
to Secretary McCune of the Underwriters Equitable Rating Bureau of Oregon. 
David H. Parry succeeds Mr. Seabeck. 


LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS 


IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


Exceptions to the reports of the receivers of the Mutual Reserve 
Life were filed before Judge Ward in the United States Circuit Court 
last week in behalf of the French and Spanish policyholders. The 
French policyholders put in claims for about $150,000 for death losses. 
Rowall Victor, who represents the foreign claimants, said that there 
was on deposit with the French government $131,000 and free assets 
in French banks of $41,000. If the total amount could be used to 
liquidate death claims outstanding in France all could be satisfied. 


“The Presidents from 1789 to 1910” is the title of a neat booklet, 
with half-tones, just issued by the New York Life Insurance Com- 
pany. It contains a short biography of each president as well as a 
small notice, showing the growth of life insurance from administra- 
tion to administration. The New York Life paid in dividends, 
annuities, cash values, etc., $2,222,418 to 3953 living policyholders 
during July. 














CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


James Taylor, formerly with the Mutual Life of New York, has 
been appointed Chicago manager for the United States Life, Suc- 
ceeding Charles E. Hopkins. 

R. A. Hoffman, St. Louis general agent for the Fidelity and 
Casualty, has been made chairman of a committee representing the 
various accident companies to prepare a bill for the next legislature 
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amending the Missouri statutes to make suicide a bar to the collection 
of indemnity under accident policies. Insurance Superintendent 
Blake is urging the elimination of the suicide statute. 

The $100,000 Club year for the Illinois Life closed July 31. The 
number who qualified for the trip to Boston this month was forty-six. 
The July production of the company was $1,460,000. 

The Missouri State Life has begun a contest among its agents, 
running from July 23 to October 3, for attendance on a convention to 
be held at the home office October 3 and 4. Each agent who writes his 
allotment will be entertained during the convention at the company’s 
expense, and be given a dollar for each $1000 written on his traveling 
expenses. If he exceeds his allowance he will receive $1.50 per $1000. 

Max Sonnenstein, secretary of the Consolidated Life Securities 
Company, one of the Rhodus organizations, opened headquarters 
in Chicago after the Rhodus outfit had removed to New York, and 
is trying to get holders of stock in the Central Life Securities Com- 
pany, now in the hands of a receiver, to exchange for Consolidated 
Life Securities stock. 

Three indictments charging misappropriation of funds have been 
brought at St. Louis against E. A. P. Haynes, former manager for the 
Manhattan Life. He is charged with selling notes taken with ap- 
plications even though the applicants were rejected. 

Health Commissioner Evans of Chicago will be one of the speakers 
at the banquet of the agents’ association of the Equitable Life of 
Iowa to be held in Chicago August 18. 


The jury in the criminal libel suit begun by President Lloyd of the 
Pacific Surety against John C. Piver, publisher of The Underwriters 
Report of San Francisco, resulted in a disagreement after the jury 
had been out eighteen hours. 

Insurance will be well represented in the Illinois Grand Com- 
mandery of the Knights Templar, which is to be the host for the 
triennial conclave next week. John Durham Cleveland of the New 
England Mutual Life is grand commander and chairman of the 
general executive committee, while Harry Hayes Cleaveland of Rock 
Island, president of the American National Fire, is deputy grand 
commander. 

Now that the Gardner control has been ousted from the Interna- 
tional Fire and the Continental Life of St. Louis, President Miller, 
who is in control, is planning to organize new companies to take over 
the business and continue it, provided the receivership can be disposed 
of. The present names will be abandoned as having been discredited. 

More than ordinary interest is being taken in the annual meeting 
of the National Fraternal Congress and the Associated Fraternities of 
America to be held this month. The National Fraternal Congress 
will meet in Detroit August 15-18, and the Associated Fraternities 
at Atlantic City August 22-25. Chief interest in both gatherings will 
be in the discussion of the proposed uniform bill for the regulation 
of fraternals agreed upon at the conference of the Insurance Com- 
missioners and the representatives of both organizations a short time 
ago. For several years the fraternals have claimed that the Insurance 
Departments were trying to force restrictive legislation upon them 
by prescribing certain rates which must be collected at a specified date. 
They were able to block any attempt to pass such legislation, and a 
new agreement has been reached eliminating the “force” element, 
which was so strongly opposed, and substituting methods which have 
been endorsed by the leading opponents of the former plan. The 
important feature of this proposition is that annual valuations will be 
required after 1912, and that after a later date all societies will be 
compelled to show an annual improvement in condition if this valua- 
tion fails to measure up to the requirements of the standard mortality 
tables adopted. This method is regarded as leading to the desired 
goal of adequate rates for fraternals by educating the members 
through the annual valuations to the necessity for increased rates. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Lemuel G. Hodgkins and Harry L. Peabody have been appointed 
Deputy Commissioner and chief examiner, respectively, of the Massa- 
chusetts Insurance Department. The appointment of the former was 
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a foregone conclusion, for as chief examiner he has worthily won his 
spurs. He is a painstaking, conscientious official, and despite his 
youth, for he is the youngest Deputy Insurance Commissioner the 
Commonwealth has ever had in its service, his brilliant qualities have 
well merited recognition. Mr. Peabody is also a young man of parts, 
and has had considerable experience in examination work. Mr. 
Fletcher, who resigned as Deputy Commissioner to become comp- 
troller of the Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance Company, will 
take up his new duties next week. 

The Boston Globe last Monday devoted four pages to the subject 
of life insurance, citing the phenomenal growth of the business in this 
country for the past twenty-five years, based on the figures presented 
annually by The Spectator Company. 

T. W. Boruff, a well-known life underwriter in the Middle West, 
has been appointed general agent at Decatur, IIl., for the John Han- 
cock for a large section of Southern and Central Illinois. Mr. 
Boruff was in Boston last week and made a most favorable impres- 
sion at the home office. He succeeds James S. Galvin, who resigns 
on account of ill health. Mr. Galvin is held in the highest esteem in 
Boston, and the resignation was accepted with the greatest re- 
luctancy. 

Attorney-General Malone of Massachusetts, in reply to a request 
for an opinion from Commissioner Hardison, holds that two or more 
surety companies may not jointly and severally issue the same bond 
or obligation. 

Ex-Senator William A. Morse, a Boston attorney of prominence, 
has been elected to a directorate in the Boston Mutual Life. Mr. 
Morse has for many years acted as counsel for some of the large 
insurance companies. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


In the Schuylkill County Court at Pottsville, recently, Judge Bland 
ruled that $3000 was a small enough sum to pay a little five-year-old 
girl who lost her hand by being run over by a car of the Schuylkill 
Railway at Shenandoah. It was alleged that the accident was due to 
the negligence of the crew of the car. 

The Reliance Life has organized a Pacific department, in charge of 
Angus Allmond, with the title of assistant general manager. The 
head offices have now been removed to the First National Bank 
building, San Francisco, and R. H. McKaig has been appointed super- 
visor for the State, with headquarters there. J. W. Shipman, 
supervisor, with headquarters at Seattle, Wash. and Frank M. 
Thomas, supervisor, with headquarters at El Paso, Tex. 

The Scranton Life is preparing to enter California. 

The fidelity and surety department of the Maryland Casualty has 
been fully organized, and the company is now prepared to write that 
class of business in forty States. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


—An exceptional opportunity is offered a good producer and organizer in the 
advertising columns of this issue. 

—An Eastern old-line life company advertises in this issue openings for ex- 
perienced representatives in Connecticut, New York and Pennsylvania. Men 
with the right experience and desiring a good connection will do well to investi- 
gate. ; 

—tThe results of the Furman testimonial contest (examined business in July) of 
the Reliance Life shows 523 applications for $1,822,650 insurance. A new record 
for a single day was made on August 1, when 96 applications for $343,000 in- 
surance were received. 





THE WEST. 


Lincoln National Life. 


The Lincoln National Life Club will hold its annual convention at 
the company’s offices in Fort Wayne, Ind., on August 11, 12 and 13; 
about forty men, who have earned membership this year, will attend. 
Since March last the company has accepted business only on a com- 
mission basis and by this action has appreciably increased its insurance 
in force as well as its dividend earnings. 
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American Bankers Life. 


The American Bankers of Chicago, which was licensed in Illinois on 
July 25, has on deposit with the Insurance Commissioner securities ag- 
gregating $105,000 in value. The company is already writing business 
in its home State and is about to enter several others, where it is 
already equipped for business as soon as licensed. 





—The Standard Life Annuity Company is a new one at Evansville, Ind. 
Chas. Sihler is president. 

—The first stockholders’ meeting of the Wisconsin State Life was held last 
week to elect a board of directors and also to change the name of the concern. 

—C. E. Snyder, for some time general agent for the Continental Life at 
Arizona, has been transferred to the State of Kansas, and enters upon his 
duties in that State immediately. 

—Franklin B.- Mead, actuary of the Michigan State Life, was one of the two 
successful aspirants for fellowships in the Actuarial Society of America this 
year out of 125 who took the examination. 


—Messrs. H. R. Fentamaker, formerly connected with the Western Union Life 
at Spokane, and W. F. Penwill, formerly superintendent of the Metropolitan 
Life at Spokane, have joined forces and accepted the general agency for Mon- 
tana for the Continental Life. Headquarters will be at Helena. 

—The Peninsula Life is being organized at Detroit by J. C. Robinson, Robt. P. 
Orr and others. The capital will be $150,000, of which more than $70,000 is 
now subscribed. Lawton P. Heman of Detroit is president of the company, 
while Messrs. Robinson and Orr are vice-president and secretary respectively. 

—The Continental Life Insurance and Investment Company has just closed its 
first annual convention of agents, which was held at the home office, August 1, 
2 and 8. Some twenty-five representatives of the company were in attendance 
at the meetings, prominent among them being the general agents of the company 
from Montana, Idaho, Washington, Arizona, Wyoming and Colorado. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 
THE SUICIDE RECORD OF 1909. 


By Freperick L. HorrMan. 
The High Suicide Rate Continues—A Showing of the Rate in 
Sixty-five American Cities—A Problem in Public 
and Private Morality. 


The probable annual number of suicides in the United States during 
1909 may be conservatively placed at not less than 12,500. The gov- 
ernment vital statistics for the registration area, which includes about 
one-half of the whole population, return 8332 suicides for 1908, or 
18.5 per 100,000 of population. The registration area, however, in- 
cludes all of the large cities, in which the suicide rate is higher than 
in the rural districts, although the difference in the rate is not as 
pronounced as is generally assumed. In 1908 the suicide rate in the 
registration cities of the registration States was 20.4 per 100,000, while 
the rate for the rural districts of the registration States was 14.4. 
The population of the registration area was 45,029,000, and among 
this number there occurred 8332 suicides during 1908, or as previously 
stated, 18.5 per 100,000 of estimated population. Assuming that a rate 
of only ten per 100,000 of population prevailed among the 41,845,000 
of estimated population in the non-registration area (including a large 
negro population), the probable number of suicides in this area would 
be 4185, which in addition to the 8332 in the registration area gives a 
total of 12,517 suicides for the whole United States for 1908. 

The returns for 1908 are the latest available data published by the 
Division of Vital Statistics of the Census Office. The returns for 1908 
have only recently been published, and they are of considerable in- 
terest in connection with the discussion of the tendency of the suicide 
rate in the United States. The census suicide rates for the urban and 
rural sections of the registration States during 1904-08 are as follows: 


COMPARATIVE SUICIDE RATES OF THE REGISTRATION STATES OF THE 
UnitTEep STATES, 1904-08. 


(Rates per 100,000 of Population.) 


Year. Urban. Rural. 
GOMES ooo. 5 5.3 He ae law's ae 13.9 10.1 
PR cca eo hele ate cannes 15.0 11.6 
MEMES ooo 5 race ee nit etaco ore ears 15.2 10.7 
MMR Se x Se retel ara at wis are Sogo ssa 17.2 12.3 
MEI ID esicitees cis a neue ae eee 20.4 14.4 


This comparison sustains the very conservative assumption that the 
probable suicide rate in the non-registration area is not less than ten 
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per 100,000 of population, and that, therefore, the estimated total 
number of suicides in the United States during 1908 was not less than 
12,500. The urban suicide rate for the registration States is somewhat 
below the suicide rate of the principal American cities considered as 
a group in the suicide record of THe Specrator for 1908. THE 
SPEcTATOR rate for that year was 21.8 per 100,000, while the rate for 
the registration cities in registration States was only 20.4, and for the 
total registration area only 18.5. Since THE SpEcTAToR rates are se- 
cured by special correspondence with the health officers of all the 
principal cities. they are probably a more accurate expression of the 
urban suicide rates than the corresponding rates for registration 
cities as returned by the census. In any event the differences are not 
very pronounced. For life insurance purposes the large cities are of 
relatively greater importance, since most of the risks in force are as 
yet chiefly concentrated in the urban centers. It is possible, however, 
as has occasionally been pointed out, that persons of suicidal ten- 
dency living in country districts go to the cities to end their existence, 
partly, no doubt, on account of better facilities in obtaining poison, 
weapons, or gas, etc., and partly for the purpose of hiding their 
identity. 

The method of suicide has an important bearing upon the subject 
in its larger aspects, for suicides are unquestionably, to a considerable 
extent, the result of suggestion. Granted convenient or easy facilities 
for self-murder, the deed is done before there has been time for re- 
flection. It is nothing short of an indictment of our sense of com- 
munity responsibility that facilities for suicide should be as common 
as they are. Regardless of efforts which have been made to suppress 
the sale of poisons and weapons, there is nothing easier than to secure 
the means of self-murder at a convenient drug store, hardware store, 
pawnshop, etc., as the case may be. In fact, an examination of the 
pistols or revolvers with which a very large number of suicides have 
been committed in Philadelphia, and which are on exhibition in the 
Coroner’s office, proves that most of the weapons are cheap affairs, 
probably bought in pawnshops for a few dollars, including the neces- 
sary small amount of ammunition. The importance of these obser- 
vations are emphasized in the following table of the suicidal rate, by 
method, in the United States during the five years ending with 1905 
on the basis of 100,000 population. The general suicide rate in the 
registration area for this period was 14.0 per 100,000, and in detail, 
according to the several causes, was as follows: 


METHODS OF SUICIDE IN THE UNITED STATES, 1900-05. 
(Rates per 100,000 of Population.) 


; Rate. 
POROUS 2 6 bus 2c o's Snaddtae ase niacdaane wale 4.8 
FENCAUIIE? 6 5 co ga as ss CSU Ed eee ee 3.4 
RSMO 8 6 oc os soa ve Oe nere eae eas 2.1 
yO 3 ie chek fo) Meise eee eee I.I 
COI ao: «o's. 00 duis d GOR aes Naenseneder 0.8 
WRONG... cs v.x-0scnmtae ae wea naan dia Gece 0.7 
Jamping from high places... . 5.5.6 6cc dectccs 0.2 
CUR 5c accnece oueaee deanainseecincawedes 0.1 
CHR OTINCANS «5-54 ox nene eas ateie veciwe aeawike 0.8 

WORRY ¥o6.545:0dvnuacue ceo Soteucs sen ean 14.0 


According to this analysis over one-half the suicides were by poison 
or firearms, the sale of which should be a matter of much more efficient 
control than is at present the case. It is nothing short of a public 
scandal that poisons and pistols should be as easily obtainable as is 
actually the case, and there is the most urgent necessity for the enact- 
ment of statutes forbidding the keeping or carrying of deadly weapons 
and of regulating their sale under most stringent regulations and heavy 
penalties. The same is true of poisons, which are sold with an utter 
disregard of the public interest and often with a practical certainty 
that they will be used for improper purposes. The effect of drastic 
regulation and prohibition in regard to the sale of poisons and deadly 
weapons would be not only materially to diminish the suicide rate, but 
it would also bring about a material reduction in the homicidal rate, 
which, as is well known, is probably higher in this country than in any 
other country in the world. It requires always to be kept in mind that 
as a first principle in psychology the matter or propinquity in the case 
of disturbed mental condition is of the utmost importance. Granting ‘ 
that there are no convenient or easily available methods of suicide, 
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the more difficult methods will only be adopted where the suicidal 
tendency is really persistent and due to profound underlying mental, 
moral or physical causes. 

The suicide rate for sixty-five American cities during 1909 con- 
firms the conclusion of previous years that the rate is decidedly 
excessive and on the increase. Compared with 1908, the rate has 
slightly decreased from 21.8 to 20.6, but otherwise there has been 
only one year since 1890 when, in addition to 1908, the rate was higher 
than in 1909, and that was in 1904. As has often been pointed out, the 
suicide rate by its nature is subject to slight fluctuations from year to 
year, but the tendency has been continuously toward a higher average 
level when the returns for a period of years have been combined. The 
following table (No. I.) shows the actual and relative mortality from 
suicide for each of the sixty-five cities and towns for which the re- 
turns could be secured: 


SUICIDE MORTALITY IN SIXTY-FIVE AMERICAN CITIES. —1899-1909. 
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1899-1908. 1909. Rate 
Increase 
Rate per Rate per = 
Suicides. | 100,000 | Suicides. | 100,000 | Decrease. 
Population. Population. 
San Francisco.................- 1,847 51.6 229 59.9 +8.3 
Sa ES OTT IRE 268 36.6 46 55.1 +18 5 
Hoboken. 30.6 37 52.6 + 22.0 
St. Louis. 1,751 28.3 185 27.0 —1.3 
Denver... 26.4 77 48.6 +22.2 
Newark.. 667 24.6 68 21.2 —3.4 
Haverhill. . : 89 23.7 9 23.5 —0.2 
ee. ig La eiteabee 692 33.7 74 22.1 —0.6 
Chicago. . PT 4,184 21.9 438 19.6 —2.3 
Cincinnati. 732 21.8 62 17.6 —4.2 
New York, Manhattan and B Bronx 4,891 20.9 572 20.5 —0.4 
Auburn . ae ; 63 20.3 6 18.6 —1.7 
Indiana lis. Ree Nes BERS, - 364 19.0 71 31.3 +12.3 
NE os ogcatsmetenaweed 396 18.0 59 24.2 +6.2 
op eer er 208 17.7 30 22.7 +5.0 
ge ae ae 534 17.6 53 16.2 —1.4 
Pittsburg . . Sieve eaeas cease 614 17.5 104 26.2 +8.7 
RS cere pee 36 17.5 6 27.3 +9.8 
Jersey City... ee or 387 17.2 57 22.5 +5.3 
Kav ealin eae aieee 44 17.2 6 21.7 +4.5 
Clow and.. Lpeienetanaees 721 17.0 118 24.1 +7.1 
Salt Lake City... Kenia Mipeie 96 17.0 24 39.1 +22.1 
Washington. . ee oe 498 16.8 94 29.2 +12.4 
(5 RE RR Pe 2,128 16.0 260 16.3 +0.3 
NE x io bhi iisos yoke norkd 277 15.7 44 22.3 +6.6 
| EA eet peers 906 15.5 124 19.9 +4.4 
Se 291 15.2 36 16.6 +1.4 
ss 5x 2.6 200s oon cae Sees 139 14.8 27 25.2 +10.4 
| NSEC renner eer fe 130 14.6 21 20.2 +5.6 
Se Ae a 115 14.6 23 25.3 +10.7 
NR yh u's 8 servis esese ured 366 14.4 63 19.0 +4.6 
ne pubescens eotro skates 54 14.2 5 12.3 —1.9 
Nashville*. . ; 116 14.1 8 9.4 —4.7 
nt Scan anh oa nled-ae yeas 209 14.0 40 22.6 +8.6 
Philadelphia..................-. 1,921 13.9 245 16.2 +2.3 
NES 5-65. shack cose sea Sead 45 13.8 6 17.5 +3.7 
| aR RRR 265 13.8 32 13.5 —0.3 
Worcester o% - ‘g 172 13.8 10 7.4 —6.4 
Baltimore 715 13.4 102 17.7 +4.3 
Buffalo... 487 13.2 60 15.2 +2.0 
Springfield 92 13 1 ° 15 18.1 +5.0 
Reading. . 108 12.6 15 15.4 +2.8 
Passaic... 43 12.4 4 8.7 —3.7 
NEN 5 mia siaie'y Oc ste ann bia nig 60 12.3 10 18.8 +6.5 
OE Neer ee oe 29 12.0 2 7.3 —4.7 
7 a RR I 53 11.7 6 11.1 —0.6 
NN ts cits oniecnnn were 77 11.4 9 11.8 +0.4 
NL 55. wr biden eke oe kee 102 11.4 19 27.8 +16.4 
Altoona... 47 11.2 1 2.1 —9.1 
Elizabeth. 65 11.2 10 14.9 +3.7 
aa 63 11.1 17 26.7 +15.6 
ee arene 28 10.7 3.9 —6.8 
EE SE rer 101 10.6 8 7.9 —2.7 
SS ees 41 10.4 8 16.0 +5.6 
SO Ses cee wka.s Ss nien:-eawkiod 96 10.1 18 19.0 +89 
See eee ane. 60 9.8 6 8.8 —1.0 
MINER ax'kxcsindasierssdcewn 76 9.4 9 9.7 +0.3 
ES 8555, os ce oK sun teaeel 30 8.6 ll 32.5 + 23.9 
| ARES Gee ie eae 64 8.6 8 9.5 +0.9 
IR, naw os taoewas Wee 24 28 6.9 2 4.1 —2.8 
Sk Ae tua ivoa ane 55 6.8 10 11.2 +4.4 
New Bedford oe ve 45 6.3 5 6.0 —0.3 
Williamsport 15 5.1 2 6.6 +1.5 
My hic Cun kgche wack core 28 5.0 0 PRE —5.0 
RNs x's ose sais keke wen 31 | 4.6 5 6.6 +2.0 
Average (65 cities)............] 29,446 | 18.5 3,732 | 20.6 +2.1 
| | 











* Suicide by poison only. 

In forty-two of the cities the rate for 1909 showed an increase in 
suicides over the previous year against fifty-four such cities in 1908. 
In the remainder there was a decrease in the rate, but with few ex- 
ceptions the cities were comparatively small, and the actual decrease in 
the rate was of relatively slight significance. The increase in the rate 
was greatest in Denver, or 22.2, followed by Salt Lake with 22.1, and 
Hoboken with 22.0. The highest actual rate during 1909 prevailed in 
San Francisco, or 59.9 per 100,000 of population, followed by Oakland, 
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Cal., with 55.1, Hoboken with 52.6, Denver with 48.6, and Salt Lake 
City with 39.1. The highest average rate for the decade ending with 
1908 prevailed in San Francisco, or 51.6, followed by Oakland with 
36.6, Hoboken with 30.6, St. Louis 28.3, Denver 26.4, Newark, N. J., 
24.6, Haverhill 23.7, Milwaukee 22.7, Chicago 21.9, Cincinnati 21.8, and 
New York (Manhattan and the Bronx) 20.9. The relative positions 
of the cities with high suicide rates is maintained with remarkable 
regularity from year to year, and it is significant that most of the cities 
returning the highest rates contain a proportionately large Teutonic 
population. 

During the ten years ending with 1908, in the sixty-five American 
cities for which the returns are available, there have occurred 29,446 
suicides, at the average rate of 18.5 per 100,000 population. During 
1909, in the sixty-five cities there occurred 3732 suicides, or at the rate 
of 20.6 per 100,000 of population. When the year 1909, therefore, is 
compared with the average for the preceding decade there was an 
increase in the rate of 2.1 per 100,000 of population. 

The tendency in the suicide rate is more clearly brought out by the 
following comparison of the suicide mortality in sixty-five American 
cities, 1890-1909. The table which follows gives the estimated popu- 
lation and number of suicides each year, and the rates per 100,000 
of population for single years and for five-year periods in the form of 
a convenient summary. 


SUICIDE MORTALITY IN SIXTY-FIVE AMERICAN CITIES.—1890-1909. 











Rate 

Population. Suicides. per 100,000 

Population. 
10,903,441 1,343 12.3 
11,202,985 1,585 14.1 
11,512,200 1,563 13.6 
11,831,346 1,935 16.4 
12,192,328 1,951 16.0 
12,623,983 1,999 15.8 
12,977,870 2,155 16.6 
13,343,473 2,392 17.9 
13,764,406 2,420 17.6 
14,111,764 2,346 16.6 
515,269 2,374 16.3 
14,908,694 2,524 16.9 
15,302,873 2,747 18.0 
15,697,237 3,034 19.3 
6,091,796 3,329 20.7 
488,700 3,032 18.4 
16,881,507 2,955 17.5 
17,276,669 ‘ 18.8 
17,675,922 3,853 21.8 
18, 075,175 3,732 20.6 
i II AD PERE see” 57,642,300 8,377 14.5 
ERS eR eth e 66,821,496 11,312 16.9 
SS eee 76,515,869 14,008 18.3 
PPEUE Sadr sk Saeie bad asenieeee 86,397,973 16,824 19.5 














In 1890, according to this table, the suicide rate was 12.3, by 1900 the 
rate had increased to 16.3, and by 1909 to 20.6. During the first five 
years of the period the rate was 14.5, during the second quinquennial 
period it was 16.9, during the third it was 18.3, and during the fourth 
19.5 per 100,000 of population. Granting that the population estimates 
are more or less a matter of conjecture for a year so near the taking 
of the new census, it is not possible at this time to apply the necessary 
factor of correction, since the returns of the census of 1910 are not yet 
available. Whatever correction the facts may call for will not ma- 
terially impair the accuracy of the conclusion that the suicide rate in 
American cities is distinctly on the increase, and that an occasional 
fall in the rate is almost invariably followed by a more rapid rise in 
the rate the year after. The facts form a suggestive commentary upon 
the state of private and public morality of the present day. 





Volume XI, No. 43, of the Transactions of the Actuarial Society of 
America consists of the following papers: ‘Life Experience of the 
Travelers Insurance Company,” by Hiram J. Messenger; “The Rate of 
Cessation and Valuation of Renewal Commissions,’’ Percy C. H. Papps; 
“Method of Making Mortality Investigations by Means of Perforated 
Cards, Sorting and Tabulating Machines, with Special Reference to the 
Medico-Actuarial Investigation,’ Arthur Hunter; ‘Some Uses for the 
Hollerith Machines,” by Henry N. Kaufman; ‘Reinstatement of Policy 
on Impaired Risk Holding Extended Term Insurance,” Henry Moir; 
“The Total and Permanent Disability Feature in Connection with Life 
Insurance Plans,’’ Franklin B. Mead; ‘Legal Notes,” Wendell M. 
Strong. 
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Annual Meeting of National Association of Life Underwriters. 


The programme of the coming annual meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters is announced. The convention will be held 
at Detroit on September 8, 9 and 10, when the following programme 
will be followed: 


FIRST DAY, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 


Morning Session, 10 o’clock.—Invocation, Rev. Frank S. Roland, pastor 
Case Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church; addresses of welcome, Hon. 
Fred M. Warner, Governor of Michigan; Hon. Philip Breitmeyer, Mayor 
of Detroit; D. A. Johnson, Esq., president Detroit Life Underwriters 
Association. Roll call of delegates; reading minutes of previous con- 
vention; president’s address; secretary’s report; treasurer’s report; 
executive committee report; local committee announcements. 

Afternoon Session, 2.30 o’clock.—Address, Hon. James V. Barry, Com- 
missioner of Insurance for Michigan. Discussion of. five-minute topics— 
“How Best to Improve Our Service to Policyholders;’’ ‘‘How to Obtain 
and Hold Agents Under Present Conditions.’’ Address, George T. Wil- 
son, Esq., second vice-president the Equitable Life Assurance Society, 
“The Mental Attitude.’”’ Evening—Theater party, Temple Theater. 


SECOND DAY, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 

Morning Session, 10 o’clock.—Address, Hon. Theodore E. Burton, 
United States Senator from Ohio; “Interstate Commerce and Life 
Insurance.”’ Discussion- of Five-minute topics—‘‘How Best to Overcome 
the Difficulty in Securing New Agents;” ‘“‘Does Not the Work Possess a 
Special Dignity?’ ‘‘Is not the Percentage of Success Greater in Life 
Insurance Than in Other Lines?’’ New business—Action of executive 
committee’s recommendations, presentation of resolutions or other busi- 
ness, to be referred under the rules to the executive committee. 

Afternoon Session, 2 o’clock.—Address, Hugh Chalmers, Esq., presi- 
dent the Chalmers Detroit Automobile Company, ‘“‘How to Hire, Train 
and Supervise Men.” Appointment of nominating committee; memorial 
to the late Stephen F. Woodman. Discussion of five-minute topic— 
“Under Present Conditions, How Best May It Be Made Profitable to the 
General Agents to Keep a Field Man Traveling Through Territory for 
the Purpose of Appointing, Encouraging and Assisting Local Agents?” 
Adjournment at 3.45 P. M. (sharp), by request of the Detroit Life Under- 
writers Association. Evening—River and lake boat ride; meeting of 
nominating committee 10.30 P. M., following boat trip. 


THIRD DAY, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10. 

Morning Session, 10 o’clock.—Address (speaker and subject to be an- 
nounced). Announcement of prize essays—‘‘The Appeal That Persuades 
in Soliciting;’’ Presentation of the Calef Loving Cup and the Ben 
Williams’ Vase; reading of prize essays. 

Afternoon Session, 2.30 o’clock.—Report of nominating committee; 
election and installation of officers; unfinished business; selection of 
place for holding annual convention, 1911; adjournment. Evening—- 
Banquet at Hotel Ponchartrain. 





Convention Time Nearly Here. 

Coming casualty and fraternal conventions this fall include the fol- 
lowing: National Fraternal Congress, Detroit, August 15-18; Associated 
Fraternities, Atlantic City, August 22-27; International Claim Agents 
Association, Atlantic City, September 7-8-9; International Association 
of Accident Underwriters, Bretton Woods, September 20-23; Claim 
Agents of the American Street and Interurban Railway Association, At- 
lantic City, October 10-12. 

The National Association of Life Underwriters meet at Detroit, 
September 7-10, the executive committee on the day prior to the con- 
vention. The regular sessions will be held in the convention hall of the 
Hotel Pontchartrain. George A. Bahl, chairman of the committee on 
hotels, is making the reservations. 





Cuba’s New Life Company. 

Colonel Le Gage Pratt, who is general manager of the new National 
Life Insurance Company of Cuba, has returned from a two-weeks’ stay 
in Havana, where he was looking over his new field. He will, during 
his stay here, have rates formulated and policy forms drawn up for the 
company. Colonel Pratt is sanguine and optimistic as to the prospects 
of the concern, and will return to Havana with his family as soon as 
the actuarial work is completed. 





Programme of Commissioners’ Convention. 

The National Convention of Insurance Commissioners will meet at 
Mobile, Ala., on September 27-30. The programme for the first two days 
is as follows: 

First Day.—Convention called to order by President John T. Harti- 
gan; address of welcome by Governor of Alabama; address of welcome 
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by Mayor of Mobile; response of Vice-President E. J. McGivney; roll 
call by Secretary H. R. Cunningham; annual address by President J. T. 
Hartigan; remarks by Frank N. Julian, Alabama; reports of commit- 
tees; adjournment. 

Second Day.—Announcement by president of appointments to fill 
vacancies; reports of committees not previously filed and presentation 
of formal papers; subjects: (1) Uniformity in Rulings and How to Ob- 
tain Same, Hon. F. H. McMaster; (2) Present Classification of Insurance 
in Various States, Hon. F. H. Hardison; (3) Discrimination in Life 
Insurance Policies, Hon. T. H. McDonald; (4) The Savings in Life Insur- 
ance by Limitation of Expenses, Hon. W. H. Hotchkiss. 

Executive sessions will be held on the last two days of the 
convention. 





The New York Insurance Law, 1910 


The nineteenth annual edition of The New York Insurance Law, 
formerly compiled by the late Andrew Hamilton, is now ready for 
delivery. It is that prepared by the Board of Statutory Consolidation 
and enacted by the legislature in 1910, with all amendments to the close 
of the 1910 session. The former insurance law has been repealed, and 
the present consolidated law takes its place. The present edition has 
been revised by Neile F. Towner of the Albany bar. The value of the 
work to insurance companies generally is unquestioned, as in addition 
to giving the laws, numerous cross references and notes are presented 
covering decisions of the courts, opinions of the Attorneys-General and 
rulings of the Insurance Department. 

This volume embraces not only the insurance law of New York, 
but also the General Construction Law, the General Corporation Law 
and the Stock Corporation Law. It is of vital interest to all con- 
nected with or interested in insurance matters. 

The work, originally prepared by the late Andrew Hamilton, has 
been revised, amplified and brought down to date by Neile F. Towner, 
who was for many years associated in the practice of the law with Mr. 
Hamilton. Mr. Towner has made a specialty of insurance practice, 
and is thoroughly competent to deal adequately with the subject. 

A leading feature of this work is the copious notes of decisions, 
Attorney-General’s opinions and Department rulings to date, which 
aid materially in construing the text of the insurance law, and there- 
fore are very valuable to insurance companies and all who are in- 
terested in the subject of insurance. 

The work is carefully collated and annotated to date, and is fully 
indexed, giving complete and easy access to its contents. Send in 
your order now. Prices, buckram, $2.50; paper, $2.00. 

Copies of this work should be ordered through The Spectator Com- 
pany, 135 William street, New York. 





Life Agents’ Application and Policy Register. 

A new, up-to-date blank book for the use of life insurance general 
agents and solicitors has just been published by The Spectator Com- 
pany. It is devised with a view to readily keeping a thorough, but 
condensed, record of each application received, so that its course may 
be learned at a glance, and if a policy is issued thereupon to continue 
the record through a period of twenty years. 

Among the features embraced in this record are the following: 

Name; address; amount; premium; date of birth; age; date appli- 
cation mailed company; sub-agent; examiner; settlement; cash; note; 
date note; due; paid; date of policy; kind applied for; kind issued; 
date policy received or declined; premium; commission; commission 
to sub-agents; net due company; date net paid; due date; renewal 
premium payments; date lapsed; date revived. 

The “Life Agents’ Application and Policy Register” contains 104 
pages, of size 14% by 22 inches, printed clearly on excellent and durable 
paper, and is handsomely bound in black cloth with red leather back 
and corners. It provides space for recording and indexing 1100 ap- 
plications or policies, and will be found a valuable and practical office 
help. The price is $7.50 per copy. Elsewhere in this issue will be 
found a half-page advertisement of the Life Agents’ Application and 
Policy Register. Address orders to The Spectator Company, 135 
William street, New York. 

—— 

—The Empire State Surety has joined the United States Casualty, Preferred 
Accident and Great Eastern Casualty in withdrawing from Louisiana. This 
action is due to the recently passed Wimberly bill. 


Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 
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American Credit Indemnity. 
The American Credit Indemnity Company reports a gain of $21,404 in 
surplus to policyholders for July. The total surplus of this well-known 
concern is now $535,542. 





Detroit Conference. 


At the twenty-fourth convention of the Detroit Conference, held at 
Mackinac Island, Mich., July 27, 28 and 29, 1910, the election of officers 
resulted as follows: 

President, C. H. Boyer, United States industrial department manager, 
General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation, Ltd., Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; first vice-president, L. O. Chatfield, president Phoenix 
Preferred Accident Insurance Company, Detroit, Mich.; second vice- 
president, E. L. Thompson, general manager National Life and Accident 
Insurance Company, Nashville, Tenn.; secretary, L. E. Brown, super- 
intendent claim department Continental Casualty Company, Chicago, 
Ill.; treasurer, C. H. Brackett, president Hoosier Casualty Company, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Executive Committee.—General Manager W. H. Jones, Equitable Ac- 
cident Company, Boston, Mass., chairman; Louis H. Fibel, president 
Great Eastern Casualty and Indemnity Company, New York, N. Y.; 
H. G. B. Alexander, president Continental Casualty Company, Chicago, 
Ill.; V. D. Cliff, president Federal Casualty Company, Detroit, Mich.; 
A. E. Forrest, vice-president North American Accident Insurance Com- 
pany, Chicago, Ill.; F. L. Miner, president Bankers Accident Insurance 
Company, Des Moines, Iowa; J. B. Pitcher, president United States 
Health and Accident Insurance Company, Saginaw, Mich.; R. R. Koch, 
president American Assurance Company, Philadelphia, Pa.; Harvey H. 
Shomo, secretary and treasurer American Casualty Company, Reading, 
Pa.; Herman A. Behrens, United States manager Pacific Mutual Life 
Insurance Company, Chicago, III. 

The executive committee reported that since the twenty-third con- 
vention of the Detroit Conference the following companies have been 
admitted to membership: 

American Life and Accident Company, Portland, Ore.; Fidelity Mu- 
tual Aid Association, Portland, Ore.; Home Casualty Company, Detroit, 
Mich.; Occidental Life Insurance Company, Albuquerque, N. M.; Pacific 
Surety Company of California, San Francisco, Cal.; Republic Indemnity 
Company, Louisville, Ky.; Union Casualty Company, Detroit, Mich.; 
Woodmen’s Casualty Company, Springfield, Il. 

Detroit Conference Members.—Corrected as of August 1, 1910: 

American Assurance Company, Philadelphia, Pa.; American Casualty 
Company, Reading Pa.; American Insurance Union, Columbus, Ohio; 
American Life and Accident Company, Portland, Ore.; American Mutual 
Benefit Association, Chicago, Ill.; Bankers Accident Insurance Company, 
Des Moines, Iowa; Central Mutual Insurance Company, Evansville, Ind.; 
Columbia Casualty Company, Pontiac, Mich.; Columbia Life Insurance 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio; Columbus Casualty Company, Columbus, 
Ohio; Commonwealth Casualty Company, Philadelphia, Pa.; Continental 
Casualty Company, Chicago, Ill.; Equitable Accident Company, Boston, 
Mass.; Fidelity Accident Company, Saginaw, Mich.; Federal Casualty 
Company, Detroit, Mich.; Fraternities Health and Accident Association, 
Richmond, Me.; General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation, 
Ltd., Philadelphia, Pa.; General Accident Assurance Company of Canada, 
Toronto, Canada; German-American Industrial Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; German Commercial Accident Company, Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; Great Eastern Casualty and Indemnity Company, New York, 
N. Y.; Great Western Accident Association, Des Moines, Iowa; Home 
Accident and Health Insurance Company, South Bend, Ind.; Home Casu- 
alty Company, Detroit, Mich.; Hoosier Casualty Company, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Imperial Assurance Company, Pittsburg, Pa.; Lincoln Beneficial 
Association, Chester, Pa.; Massachusetts Accident Company, Boston, 
Mass.; Michigan Casualty Company, Saginaw, Mich.; National Casualty 
Company, Detroit, Mich.; National Life and Accident Insurance Com- 
pany, Nashville, Tenn.; National Masonic Provident Association, Mans- 
field, Ohio; New York Casualty Company, Buffalo, N. Y.; North Ameri- 
can Accident Insurance Company, Chicago, Ill.; North American Casu- 
alty Company, Minneapolis, Minn.; Occidental Life Insurance Company, 
Albuquerque, N. M.; Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, Chicago, 
Ill., and Los Angeles, Cal.; Pacific Surety Company, San Francisco, Cal.; 
Peerless Casualty Company, Keene, N. H.; Pennsylvania Casualty Com- 
pany, Scranton, Pa.; Phoenix Preferred Accident Company, Detroit, 
Mich.; Republic Benefit Association, Philadelphia, Pa.; Republic In- 
demnity Company, Louisville, Ky.; St. Lawrence Life Association, New 
York, N. Y.; Sagamore Health and Accident Association, Sanford, Me.; 
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Security Casualty Company, Indianapolis, Ind.; Sick and Accident Asso- 
ciation, Toledo, Ohio; Southern Mutual Aid Association, Birmingham, 
Ala.; Union Casualty Company, Detroit, Mich.; United States Health and 
Accident Insurance Company, Saginaw, Mich.; United States Indemnity 
Society, Boston, Mass.; Vermont Accident Insurance Company, Rutland, 
Vt.; Woodmen’s Casualty Company, Springfield, Ill.; Workingmen’s 
Mutual Protective Association, Benton Harbor, Mich. 





Accident Men to Meet. 


A special meeting of all officials of all companies writing accident 
and health insurance has been called by H. G. B. Alexander, chairman of 
the executive committee of the International Association of Accident 
Underwriters for August 17, at the Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany, N. Y. The 
meeting will consider the advisability of changes in standard health and 
accident policies according to the new laws of New York and Massa- 
chusetts. 





The Empire State Surety Company and Ohio State Deposits. 


To THE Epitor oF THE SPECTATOR: 

I notice in your paper of July 21, under Surety Notes, page 32, the following: 

“‘A demand has been made on the Empire State Surety Company by Attorney- 
General Denman of Ohio, for payment on its bond of $50,000 for the State’s 
deposits with the Farmers and Merchants Banking Company of Cleveland, by 
the failure of which the State lost $75,000. The surety company paid $30,000, 
and after paying same asked for an extension of time on the balance in the 
hope that it might realize some dividends from the assignee of the bank. The 
State agreed to extend the time to July 7, 1910, the company giving a second 
bond. State Treasurer Creamer notified the Attorney-General at the expiration 
of the grace period, and notice to the company followed.” 

The above statement is very much at variance with the actual facts in the case. 

The Farmers and Merchants Banking Institution faied some two years ago, 
having on deposit $75,000 of State funds, $50,000 of which was secured by a 
bond of this company, and $25,000 by a bond of the Massachusetts Bonding and 


Insurance Company. 
As security for the bond executed by this company we received collateral 
security of bills receivable and first mortgage gold bonds. At the time that the 


- bank failed it was decided that the collateral was not sufficient to pay the claim 


in full, and it was also decided that the State should prove its claim against the 
defunct bank for the full amount, so that dividends, if any were declared, would 
be paid on the $50,000, as the law of the State of Ohio was not quite clear, 
inasmuch as decisions in other cases had been rendered against surety companies, 
stating that should a surety company receive collateral it shall only .be allowed 
to prove its claim against the bank for the unpaid balance after applying the 
collateral received. Subsequent to the decision of the lower courts against the 
State Treasurer, he was compelled to prove his claim, the assignee of the bank 
having disclaimed the claim in total. We are now in the position of having no 
claim proved against the defunct bank and having some $40,000 of collateral in 
our hands with which to pay a liability of $50,000. 

Your article is also very much in error in reference to the surety company 
having paid $30,000. The fact of the matter is that the surety was security 
for a bond of the Euclid Avenue Trust Company, which failed about the same 
time as the Farmers and Merchants Banking Institution. This company was 
surety upon that bond and paid to the State $30,000 in full of all claims and 
demands on the bond of the Euclid Avenue Trust Company, which bond had no 
bearing whatever upon the bond of the Farmers and Merchants Banking Institu- 
tion. 

Thanking you for an early correction, I am 

Yours very truly, 


New York, August 2, 1910. WM. M. TOMLINS, President. 





Casualty Notes. 


—The committee appointed by Governor Harmon of Ohio to draft a new 
employers’ liability bill met at Cedar Point on Thursday and organized by the 
election of J. Harrington Boyd of Toledo as chairman. Others in attendance 
were John P. Smith of Cleveland, William J. Winans of Galion and George W. 
Perks of Springfield. William J. Rohr of Cincinnati was absent. 

—The Western Casualty and Guaranty Company of Oklahoma City has 
$304,624 paid in of its authorized capital of $500,000, and will start business as 
soon as proper men are secured. The company will write all miscellaneous 
branches. The officers are: S. E. Moss, president; A. P. Watson and Geo. A, 
Carden, vice-presidents; D. E. Grove, assistant secretary; John H. Gaston, treas- 
urer. The directors are the officers, I. J. Willingham and W. E. Taylor. 





Surety Notes. 


—The Furst-Clake Construction Company, which was awarded the contract 
covering the drainage of the Florida Everglades, have filed a bond covering 
same in the Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland through its general 
agents, James & Paxton of Jacksonville, to the sum of $320,000. The amount 
of the contract exceeds $2,000,000. 

—The new Surety Club of Ohio is planning a compaign for members, and will 
probably seek the general agents first and the agents afterward. The officers 
and committees will probably meet at an early date to map out plans for the 
work. Considerable interest has been awakened at various points in the move- 
ment, and it bids fair to be a success, 
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